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Week 4 — 29" October 2009

Dates to Remember

. " . Week 4

In _thl_s weeks edition of Pimpama Capers Fri 30" Oct World Teachers Day
Principals News National Bandana Day/ Day for Danigil
World Teachers Day

Student Absences Week 5 o
Swimming Lessons Mon 2 Nov P-4 swimming starts

Book Fair Tues ¥Nov  Book Fair
House/School Captain Speeches Wed 4" Nov Boronia Parade

School News . Book Fair
HOC Spot Thur8"Nov  Book Fair

Bandana Day Fri 6" Nov Pre Prep starts 9 - 11
Day for Daniel P-4 swimming

Book Fair Week 6

WHoSE News Mon 9" Nov P-4 swimming

P&C News P&C Meeting

Community News Tues 18'Nov  Melbourne Cup
Wed 11"Nov  Remembrance Day

Grandparents Day

Choir Parade
Fri13"Nov  Pre Prep 9-11

P-4 swimming

Principals News

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Tomorrow sees us celebrate World Teachers Day. We at Pimpama State School are very proud of our teachers
and we are most grateful of the dedication and commitment they have shown towards the students of our school.
It is satisfying to know that our children are “In Good Hands”

IN GOOD HANDS
In the hands of a gifted teacher, a classroom is a magical place
In the hands of a gifted teacher, there’s a smile on each child's face
In the hands of a gifted teacher, creative energy is everywhere
In the hands of a gifted teacher, there’s a catalyst who genuinely cares
In the hands of a gifted teacher, desire and wonder is awakened
In the hands of a gifted teacher, the educational agenda is shaken
In the hands of a gifted teacher, self-management skills are modelled
In the hands of a gifted teacher, the best of reality is bottled
In the hands of a gifted teacher, gifts and talents are refined
In the hands of a gifted teacher, the willed future is designed
By LaVenThere

School Phone Number - 5549 4333 School Watch Number 1317 88
Email: office@pimpamass.eg.edu.au Student Absentee Line 5549 4392
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Student Absences

It is with some concern that we are noticing children been kept from school and from their precious education by
parents for no apparent reason.

The average absence per Queensland student is about one in every 13 school days. That means by the end of
their schooling the average student has missed an entire year! Recent figures from The Department of Education
suggest that only 40 per cent of students absent from Queensland schools on any given day are away for genuine
reasons. These statistics are somewhat swayed by secondary school data; however absenteeism is still a concern
within the primary sector.

The slogan we have adopted is, “Be on time, be at school; that's the rule.” It is important for parents to
understand that every day a student is away without reason, the absence is costing that child a learning
experience.

We would like to see a decrease in our absenteeism rate at Pimpama State School. While we know and expect
that there are genuine reasons for students being absent, maybe as a school community we can reflect on the
reasons why our school absenteeism rate is not decreasing. ‘Food’ for thought!

Absence notes — Please!

School attendance rolls are legal documents, and under Australian law schools must account for student
absences. If your child is absent for whatever reason, the school requires a written note indicating the date and
reason for the absence or alternatively leaving a message on the school absentee line — 5549 4392. We
appreciate your support in allowing us to fulfil our legal requirements.

It is essential that you as the parent/guardian of your child ensure that they attend school regularly so as not to
disadvantage their learning opportunities.

Swimming Lessons

These kick off on Monday 2" November for all Prep to Year 4 students. The program is a sponsored one and
parent contribution is only $65.00. It is essential that your child makes use of this opportunity to ensure their skill
levels are improved upon.

Book Fair

This takes place next week. Please visit the classroom adjoining the library to view the books on display. There
may be something there that you may wish to purchase for your child for Christmas.

House/School Captain Speeches

This takes place on Friday at 12:15. It is the moment all candidates have been working towards. Candidates will
have the opportunity of addressing the middle school students in an attempt to gain additional votes in the voting
process straight after their speeches. School leaders will be announced the following week at parade once all
votes have been counted and the process finalised.

Quote of the week: “ Everyone is a genius at least once a year. The real geniuses simply have their ideas closer
together” George Lichtenberg

Regards,

Bobby Harding
Principal

RAP Program Parade Performance

This Friday will be the last day of the RAP group’s storytelling program. The children have been excitedly
preparing a dramatic performance to share at next Wednesday's parade. We encourage all parents of Rap
program students to come along and see the performance and enjoy their child’s achievements.

Bandana Day: Canteen

Thank you to those who have supported canteen by purchasing a bandana for this Friday's bandana day. Our
goal was to sell a minimum of 100 bandanas. Congratulations Pimpama we have achieved our goal. Bandanas
will be on sale until Friday lunchtime. We still have a number of bandanas left. It would be fantastic if we could
sell them all.

Grandparents Day

On Wednesday 11th of November the school will be holding a “Grandparents Day”. Your child will bring home a
special invitation for the event today. Please ensure that all Grandparents who are attending the event RSVP.
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Remembrance Day

Wednesday 11th November is Remembrance Day our school will be honouring the memory of those who have
died at war and those who are still serving in our Armed Forces by placing wreaths at our School's Anzac
Memorial Garden during our school parade. All staff and students will pause for a minute’s silence at 11am.

Poppies for Sale: Please support the RSL

In support of the RSL and the work that they do in our community to support veterans we will be selling poppy
badges before school in the days prior to Remembrance Day. We will be selling 2 different badge designs costing
either $2 or $5.

Acting Head of Curriculum

Bandana Day and Day for Daniel — Friday 30th Octobe  r 2009

This Friday 30" October marks 2 very special days. The first is “Bandana Day” , ) - »

supporting CANTEEN (The Australian Organization for Young People Living with ~ * /-\I : [
Cancer) Bandanas will be on sale for $3 at the school. Students can purchase ’ . ‘ | | C - [\
bandanas before school or at first break each day this week. There are over 7 — — '

different designs to choose from. All proceeds from the sale of the bandanas will
go directly to CANTEEN.

Our goal is to sell a minimum of 100 bandanas. Please ensure that your child does not wear their bandana to
school prior to Friday 30" October, as they are not part of our school uniform. Please help us to support
CANTEEN, buy a bandana and wear it on Friday October 30th .

The other special day is “Day for Daniel” , supporting the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. This
foundation aims to make the world a safer place for our children. We are encouraging students
to wear red in support of this cause. If you would like to further support this cause, please send
along a gold coin donation with your child on Friday.

Scholastic Book Fair

It's that time again!! Commencing next week on Tuesday 3rd November , you are welcome to
visit our Book Fair to purchase brand new books and/or stationary items at a GREAT price.
(perfect for Christmas presents).

It will be held before and after school in Waratah, 8.15 — 8.45 am and 3.00 — 3.30 pm on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Cash or credit card can be used on any of these days.

If you cannot make it during these times, and don’t wish your child to purchase items on
their own, there will be catalogues available at the office offering you the choice to purchase
from home.

Remember, the more books we sell, the more we receive back in the form of brand new books for our school
library!

eSAFE newsletter - e-alert - Support Injury Free Day - 30 October 2009 (Excerpt from the
Workplace Health and Safety newsletter which can be seen at www.worksafe.qld.gov.au )

Support Injury Free Day to counter the 2000 workers who are injured every day
What is Injury Free Day?

Injury Free Day, 30 October 2009, is a national safety awareness campaign that promotes
the importance of injury prevention in the workplace, home and community. It links
businesses, schools and the general community in a day of action dedicated to safety and
through the KIDS Foundation creates a life-long learning approach to safety so that as
children and young people transition from school to work, they are already strong advocates
of safety in the workplace and their local communities.
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Why is Injury Free Day important?

In Australia, 5000 children are injured every day and 100 are hospitalised due to preventable injuries. Every day,
2000 people are injured at work, costing employees, businesses and the community more than $34 billion a year -
and yet most injuries are predictable and preventable simply through greater awareness and education. The
earlier that education starts, the better the outcomes for the community and the workplace.

Have a safe and healthy week.
Adele Nielsen
WH&S Officer — Pimpama State School

Great News!!

Thanks to the caring generosity of our
Pimpama community, 103 Christmas
boxes and nearly $800 to cover

# transportation costs has been donated.

That means 100 more children living in poverty
around the world will have something to smile about
this Christmas, thanks to our wonderful school
community.

Every year | am overwhelmed and touched by so
many families who give support this appeal.

Thanks again Pimpama for truly making a difference!

Karen Page

Chess Competition

We had 24 children sign up this
week for our annual

“Pimpama Chess Competition”,
commencing this coming
Tuesday.

- The children are very excited
about participating and | will record the results in our
weekly newsletters.

Tracey Stocker
Money Days

Please remember that money days are Tuesdays and
Thursdays between 8.00 and 11.00am. We are
unable to accept or process monies brought in at
other times. We apologise for any inconvenience this
may cause.

For your convenience, you are able to contact the
school at any time to make a payment via credit card.

P&C News

Christmas Raffle

Please get your donations into the
office ASAP. Tickets for the raffle
have also been sent home today.

This year we are asking for your help

to make our Christmas raffle a

success. We are asking every family
to donate a small item to be included in the hampers
to be raffled. Some suggestions are: bag of nuts,
lollies, biscuits, Christmas cake, novelty items.

We thank you in advance for your ongoing support of
the students at Pimpama State School.

Uniform Shop

Our uniform shop has changed it's opening hours.
Please note that it will now be open Wednesday
mornings between 8:00am and 9:00am

Canteen News

Well we are almost halfway through the term and our
new menu has proven to be very popular. Thankyou
to all of the staff, students and parents who support
our Canteen, all of the money raised goes back to the
P&C Association so they can continue their wonderful
work supporting the school by purchasing equipment
for students.

Position Available Unfortunately, due to business
commitments, Krista will not be able to co-ordinate
and run our Canteen next year. If you love cooking
and enjoy having a day with the girls each week, we
are seeking someone to volunteer for the position,
which involves menu planning, ordering & preparation
of food. Full support and training will be provided if
needed and Krista will still be volunteering every
second week to help out. We also have some
parents with students moving on to other schools next
year, so we will be needing some fresh faces to help
on a roster basis, be it one day a term or a few. If
you think this is something you may be interested in,
please call in on a Wednesday morning for a coffee
and a chat or give Krista a call on 0404 387019. We
would like to find a replacement by the end of term,
along with a few new volunteers so we can keep the
canteen open next year.

Thankyou
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McHappy Day

We would like to invite you to
participate in McHappy Day 2009 and
help bring a smile to the face of a
seriously ill child on Saturday 14th
November.

McHappy Day is one of Australia’s longest running
and highest profile annual fundraising events,
helping to change the lives of seriously ill children
and their families by raising money for Ronald
McDonald House Charities® (RMHC). This year
we're aiming to raise $2.5 million for Australian
families.

McHappy Day relies on the support of local
community leaders who generously volunteer their
time to work in a McDonald’s restaurant on McHappy
Day. The interest and excitement generated by the
support of RMHC Patrons and leaders in the
community is integral to the success of McHappy
Day. We would love you to be involved this year!

Community News

Your involvement:
You can help in the following ways:

Collecting donations on McHappy Day using the
collection buckets in the restaurant and at the
drive thru

Joining in the fun of working in our restaurant on
such a busy day!!
If you would like to participate in McHappy Day on
Saturday 14™ November, please contact Lana in the
office.

Hello everyone, just to let you know that the new high school, Ormeau Woods
State High is having a bush dance on Saturday the 7th November. Itis also a
community event and we would love for you and your family to join us. Attached to
the newsletter is a flyer with all the information. Tickets can also be purchased
from Lana in the office for your convenience. We encourage you to buy your tickets
before the night to save a little on entry and also for our catering purposes.

We thank you for your support.
Tracey Coghlan. P&C President
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

2 3 4 5 6
Swimming lessons Money Day Boronia Parade Newsletter Swimming lessong
P-4 8.30-11.00 Book Fair Money Day P-4

Book Fair 8.30 - 11.00 House/school
Student Banking | captain speecheg
Pre-Prep starts

Book Fair

9 10 11 12 13

Swimming lessong Money Day Choir Parade Newsletter Swimming lessong

P-4 8.30-11.00 Remembrance Day  Money Day P-4

P&C Meeting Grandparents Day, 8.30-11.00 Pre-Prep 9-11
Student Banking Yr 3 — Science

Khaki Day Day of Excellence

Cricket vs Cedar

Creek
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Swimming lessons Money Day Grevillea Parade Newsletter Swimming lessong
P-4 8.30-11.00 Swimming Money Day P-4
Carnival 8.30-11.00 Pre-Prep 9 - 11
Student Banking

23 24 25 26 27
Swimming lessons Money Day Bottlebrush Parade Newsletter Swimming lessong
P-4 8.30-11.00 Money Day P-4
8.30-11.00 Pre-Prep 9 -11
Student Banking | Year 1 sleepover
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